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Brown Sugar Was Oh So Sweet
Black History Month Events Jam-Packed
The MCC would like to thank all those who attended our Black History Month events - and there 
were a lot of you.
	 The	MCC’s	first	February	event,	
African-American	Jeopardy,	was	a	hit.	
San Luis Lounge upstairs in the University 






Mustang Daily ran an article detailing the 
event.
 The second event was an even 
bigger	hit.	A	large	crowd	turned	out	
for the step presentations at the Spanos 
Breezeway. Various Greek organizations 
stomped	and	strolled.	Also,	video	cameras	
from an online news site documented the 
event.	The	story	can	be	found	on	www.
thepalestra.com and features an interview 
with the MCC’s own Mickela Gonzales.
	 That	same	night,	the	MCC	showed	
the	step	dancing	film	“Stomp	the	Yard”	
to a packed San Luis Lounge in the UU. 
Before	the	movie,	members	of	the	Black	
Student Union presented the history of 
step dancing and performed a step that 






an investigation into the recent display 
of nooses on college and high school 
campuses.	Many	in	attendance	expressed	
shock at the graphic images of lynchings. 
Following	the	credits,	Dr.	Jodi	Jaques	
led a discussion in which many students 
brought	up	good	points	and	expressed	
valid opinions. Black History Month 
coordinator Brenton Smith said there was 
minimal tension during the discussion and 
that the event was a success.
	 The	final	Black	History	Month	
event,	the	Crown	City	Rockers’	UU	hour	
performance had student’s heads nodding 








acapella rap that touched on inter-ethnic 
and political issues.
 Thanks again to all those who were 
able	to	attend,	we	look	forward	to	seeing	
you again at our future events.
MCC on the web www.studentlife.calpoly.edu/mul
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Top Right: Black History Month Coordinator Brenton Smith sells t-shirts at the step 
presentation. Bottom Right: Omega Xi Delta dances during the step presentation. 
Bottom Left: The African-American Jeopardy game board and contestants.
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Cross-Cultural Workshop Defines Community








a personality survey for students. 
Participants were separated into 
different personality type groups 
and were challenged to answer a list 
of questions concerning potential 
conflict,	strengths,	and	weaknesses	
when working with other personality 
types	based	on	their	characteristics.	











pedagogies for how communities 
“should”	be	“diverse.”	






of our communities with respect to 
race,	gender,	and	class,	we	would	find	
that we are not as inclusive as was 
testified	in	the	workshop.
 The event concluded with 









Changing the Status Quo One Issue at a Time






and its effects on Asian American 
communities. The workshop had three 
components:	“dirty	laundry”	in	which	
participants voiced their preconcep-
tions with Asian Americans and the 
model	minority	myth,	a	presentation	
by	Dr.	Yeh,	and	a	discussion	compo-





from the 1960’s concerning Asian 
American communities. We then 
contrasted	the	ideas	expressed	in	the	




different Asian American groups (as 
defined	by	the	U.S.	census).	Analysis	
of the articles and the census data was 
augmented with personal stories from 
different Asian American individuals 
that attended the workshop. 




month in May. 
 Sociology Professor Chris Bickel 




America’s current criminal justice 
system. The workshop consisted of 
analysis of the adult and juvenile 
detention systems. 
	 Throughout	the	presentation,	
participants were encouraged to ask 
questions and discuss disagreements as 
a community. The workshop included 
many statistics which illustrated the 
effects of current criminal justice 
policies	on	different	communities,	





Written By Shariq Hashmi
Written By Shariq Hashmi
The Muslim Students Association (MSA)	is	a	cultural	club	not	just	out	to	host	fun	events,	but	to	give	
people a perspective they often do not see.
	 “A	lot	of	times	what	you	hear	
on	the	media	is	not	from	Muslims	but	





terrorism and just the different political 




 Asked what kind of events the MSA 
puts	on,	Kolkailah	said,	“we	do	a	variety	





 She added that the MSA also does 
community service events.
	 “This	year	was	our	third	annual	fast-
a-thon which takes place during the month 
of	Ramadan,	Muslim’s	month	of	fasting,”	
she	said,	“we	invite	people	to	fast	with	
us from dawn to sunset on one of those 
days and we have local sponsors in the 
community that donate a certain amount 
for every person that fasts and then all that 
money	gets	donated	to	a	certain	cause.”
 Kolkailah said that the event has 
benefited	Hurricane	Katrina	victims,	the	
San	Luis	Obispo	Food	Bank,	and	this	year	
the victims of the genocide in Darfur.
















just randomly go out and kill people who 
are not of your faith. That’s not 
sanctioned	within	Islam.”
 On the topic of women in 
Islam,	she	said,	“there’s	a	miscon-
ception that women are oppressed 
in	Islam,	they	don’t	have	a	voice	






some oppression here and there in 
different	parts	of	the	world,	but	we	
want	to	distinguish	between	what	
certain governments do versus what 
Islam	really	says	about	women	and	
about	the	hijab.”
 Kolkailah said that MSA 
has	roughly	10	to	15	members	that	
show up to meetings on a regular 
basis,	but	“usually	when	there’s	
social events or food a lot more 
people show up as usual. A lot of 
clubs	experience	the	same	thing.”	















concrete at this time.
For More information on the MSA e-mail 
msa@calpoly.edu.
Cultural Club Profile: Muslim Students Association
MCC on the web www.studentlife.calpoly.edu/mul
At an MSA event, Dr. Nisha Abdul-Cader, local 
pediatrician and co-founder of the UMMA clinic, 
the first free health clinic started by Muslims in 
South Central Los Angeles, speaks about the relief 
work that Islamic Relief is doing in South Asia.
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A trip inside the mind of poet Talaam Acey
Talaam	Acey,	Another	Type	Of	Groove’s	February	featured	poet,	is	remarkably	comfortable	on	
stage. He engages the audience with his 
joking	banter,	but	also	with	his	poems,	








 This statement didn’t seem to hold 
true during the interview as he had sharp 





over and over again trying to save other 
people’s lives and in many cases had to 
convince the people they should try to free 
themselves	and	in	other	cases,	it	was	at	
gunpoint.”	He	then	added,	“She	traveled	







motivate people to make a change is 







 And though he has appeared on 
television	and	in	magazines	and	published	
a	novel,	he	said	that	his	greatest	achieve-










 So how does he judge his achieve-
ments? How does he know when he’s 







ing is trying to communicate what’s 
inside of me to everyone else and to the 
extent	that	I	do	the	poem	and	everybody’s	












you need. So if your needs are quick 
wealth	and	fleeting	objects	then	you’re	
somebody	who’s	going	to	be	taken	






















Acey told the audience that he thinks too 
much.	Asked	what	he	thinks	about	most,	
he	said,	“the	significance	of	life	and	trying	





else is telling you what you need to do in 
this world and where you’re going to go 
when you die. The point is to just try and 
be	the	best	you	can	be	and	when	this	is	all	
said	and	done,	you	take	it	as	it	comes.”
 The last question Acey answered 
was	an	abstract	one:	which	comes	first,	












For more information, you can visit 
Acey’s website at www.taalamacey.com.
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Currently the Educational Program Director
for Hip-Hop Poetry at 
New Professional Theatre in NY City
WINNER OF
-  Harlem’s phenomenal SugarShack Slam  -
-  Hottest Poets Slam @ Jimmy’s Uptown  - 
-  Njozi Magazine’s Slam  -
-  Tri-State Team Slam  -
Spoken Word Poetry
Wednesday, March 5
7:00 to 9:30 pm
PAC Pavilion (Bldg 6- Rm 128)
